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Greetings from the Principal! 

 

Gracefield staff and students would like to welcome Mrs. Casey Jones back 

from her maternity leave, joining us in the Early Learning Program.  

 

January was a very cold month with many indoor recesses. Typically we will 

keep children indoors when there is a cold weather advisory or when the wind 

chill is nearing -20 degrees. We have also had some concerns with the yard 

being icy at times and will keep students and staff in to prevent major slips and 

falls.  Students have been handling these indoor times very respectfully.  

 

We have great news for our students that next year we will be able to offer 

before and after school daycare, provided by the YMCA, within our school.  If 

you haven’t already and you are in need of daycare, please let them know your 

intentions by registering on the Niagara Region “One List”.  

 

What is Inquiry Based Learning? An old adage states: "Tell me and I forget, 

show me and I remember, involve me and I understand." The last part of this 

statement is the essence of inquiry-based learning.  You can support our 

students by talking about your own learning, not just what you know, but by 

explaining your thinking and how you came to learn something.  Inquiry learning 

gets students involved in their own learning by asking questions and 

encouraging students to think and explain their thought processes. Getting 

students more involved in their own learning and practising the skill of 

metacognition leads to deeper understanding.  

   

appy Summer! 

Warm Regards,  

 

Mrs. L. Doyle, 

Principal 

 

 

“Sail With  Pride” 
 



Friday  

February 14 

 is an Early 

Release Day – 

dismissal is 12:00 

noon. 

 
 

ECO CLUB NEWS 

 

• Consider getting fair-trade chocolate for your sweetheart this year and buying locally grown flowers.  

• If you heat with wood, ensure your firewood comes from a sustainable well-managed woodlot. Be careful of using off-
cuts from mills. 

• Use baking soda instead of chemical cleaners for the tub and toilet. Baking soda is cheap and natural, so you'll save 
money and reduce the pollutants that go down your drain. 

• Check out the “eFlyers” on the Board website on a regular basis.  There are many community events and activities 
announced through this system. 

• Log onto our website:   www.dsbn.org 

• Click on  "Community" tab 

• Click on "eFlyer Service" 
Thank you for your support of our eflyers in this way.  Going green is what it is all about. 

 

SPORTS REPORT 
 

Intermediate Girls’ Basketball Coach:  Mr. White 

The intermediate girls basketball team has had a great start to their season.  After dropping two close games to 
start the year, the girls have rebounded to win three in a row and begin to come together for the playoffs.  Come 
out and cheer for the girls in their quest to bring a basketball championship to Gracefield! Team Members include: 
Kaelyn E., Madeline F.C., Emma R., Allie P., Beth P., Leah W.A., Kenzie G., Jasmine L.F., Madalyn G. 

Monday  

February 17 

 is Family Day.  

There is no 

school that day. 



 

Intermediate Boys’ Basketball Coach:  Mr. Kelcey 

The Intermediate Boys Basketball Team started their regular season play this month.  During the month of January they are 
currently 5-1 and showing great improvements in team defense and sharing the ball on offense.  The boys have done an 
excellent job supporting each other through injuries and the flu this month.  They look forward to a successful and healthy 
February where they will finish their season, begin the playoffs and look to qualify for the DSBN Intermediate Tournament. 
Team members include:  Tyler Bush, Justus Elliott, Isaac Lepp, Grayden Fast, Jacob Hunter, Charlie Edgar, Rhys Dominguez, Chris 
Morello, Simon Blewett, Tyren St. Cyr and Omar Subzwari. 
 

SCORECARD HARRY’S NIGHT 
Gracefield Community Night, held at Scorecard Harry’s, continues on the first Tuesday of every month.  Staff, students and their 

family and friends are invited to celebrate our school spirit and community partnerships with dinner/appetizers at Scorecard 

Harry’s.   A portion of sales will be donated back to the school.  I look forward to seeing you there.  The first Tuesday of February is 

Tuesday, February 4.  Mark it on your calendars! 

 

 
Free Dental Screening Coming to Our School 

A Public Health registered dental hygienist is scheduled to visit our school Monday 

February 10, 2014 to provide dental screening to students in grades JK, SK, 2, 4, 6 and 8 

and other children as required under the Health Protection and Promotion Act. 

During this time the registered dental hygienist will perform a visual inspection of each 

child to determine his/her dental needs.  Parents will be contacted if their child requires 

immediate dental care.  Public Health dental programs may financially assist children 

who do not have access to required dental care.   

Please contact the Public Health dental program for any of the following: 

 If you do NOT wish your child to participate in the dental screening. 

 If your child is not in one of the targeted grades and you would like him/her to participate. 

Call the Dental Health Information Line at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-6074 ext. 7399 or 

email dental@niagararegion.ca 
 

 

MERCI! 

A great big MERCI to Gracefield P.S. for their support during the bake sale that 

the Grade 7/8 French class put on.  Gracefield students generously gave 

$308.20 for cookies, muffins and hot chocolate last week towards six charities!  

Thanks for your support! 
 
 

 

Canadian Parents for French (CPF) is a national network of volunteers dedicated to 

the promotion and creation of French Second-Language (FSL) learning opportunities for young 
Canadians enrolled in core, extended or French immersion programs.  Some of the supports offered 
by CPF Ontario are: 

• keeping members informed of important issues and topics with regular newsletters; 

mailto:dental@niagararegion.ca


• providing resource information through a frequently updated website; 
• leading member workshops and conferences to stimulate learning and networking across the 

province; 
• providing communication resources and financial assistance for Chapter-based programs; 
• conducting public awareness campaigns about the benefits of FSL education. 

 

Local Chapters can create and sponsor extracurricular French experiences for children and 

families such as French Classes for Parents, French Summer Camps, Parent Survival Night 
(homework help tips and tools), French Movie Night, French Concerts or Performances and Public 
Library Programs to name a few. 
Please note: At this time, Niagara does not have a local chapter of Canadian Parents for French.   

 
If you are interested in more info about becoming a member of CPF, please visit: www.cpfont.on.ca 
If you are interested in being involved in creating a Niagara Chapter of Canadian Parents for French, 
please contact Julie Stapleton, French as a Second Language and International Languages Consultant 
at julie.stapleton@dsbn.org 

 
 

DRESSING FOR THE WEATHER 
Students are outside for two fitness breaks each day.  Hats, gloves, boots and warm jackets make this time more 

enjoyable.  It is always a good practice to pack extra mittens and socks. 

 

SNOW SNOW SNOW 
Gracefield’s School’s rule is “leave it on the ground”. Please reinforce this at home. For the safety of all students, 

we ask them not to throw or kick snow.  At Gracefield School, like all schools, we have Throw No Snow Policy.  This means that, for 

obvious safety reasons, students do not make or throw snow balls, kick snow or in any way cause snow to be directed at another 

person. If anyone is caught disobeying this Policy, a progression of consequences will occur. 

 

KEEP OUR SCHOOL FREE OF GERMS 
Please review the following precautions with your child.  Let’s help reduce the spread of all flu viruses. 

1. Wash your hands 

2. Stay home if you are sick 

3. Cover your cough or sneeze 

4. Avoid close contact with sick people 

5. Don’t touch your eyes, nose or mouth 

6. Don’t share your pencils, pens, etc.  

Updated information is available at our Board=s website: http://www.dsbn.org or the Niagara Region Public Health at 

http://www.niagararegion.ca  

 

INDOOR FOOTWEAR  
With the approach of snow and wet weather, each child should keep a pair of shoes or slippers at school.  The floors can get wet and 

cold, and children should have indoor foot wear; they cannot wear socks or bare feet in case of a fire emergency.   

 

SPIRIT WEAR 

The next order for spiritwear will be placed on February 18.  Order forms are available in the office and on the homepage of our 

website.  Please make all cheques payable to “Gracefield Public School”. 



 

There are a few Gracefield Spiritwear items for sale from last year.  Items may be viewed in the front display case.  If you are 

interested, please see Ms Robinson in the office. 

Black Dazzle Shorts (XL) ........................ $14.00 

Grey Hoodie (M) .................................... $30.00 

Long-sleeved Grey T-Shirt (M) ............... $12.00 

Long-sleeved Black T-Shirt (XL) .............. $12.00 

Grey Track pants (Adult SM) ................. $22.00 

Black Track pants (M) ........................... $22.00 

Cynch Bag ............................................... $5.00 

Black Toque (3) ..................................... $10.00 

 

Also still available – one Balanced Day Lunch Bag in a lavender/horse design.  This professionally made, insulated bag incorporates 

two separate compartments labels “1” and “2” denoting the two nutrition breaks. 

 

 
 

CANDY GRAM SALES 
Gracefield’s Student Parliament will be taking orders for Valentine Candy Grams from February 10 through 13.  The Candy Grams are 

special heart-shaped suckers with your special note attached and will be delivered on Valentine’s Day. Candy Grams will only be 

available for sale during the first break at a cost of 25¢ each or, for a great deal, buy 10 for $2.00. 

 
T  

Stress  
Adults are not the only people who feel stress. Kids do too. Some stress is normal, but too much is not good for 
anyone.  
When kids feel too stressed, they may: 
 Complain of tummy aches or headaches  
 Cry or whine a lot  
 Seem sad or angry 
 Have trouble sleeping 
 Not want to go to school  
 Seem to not care about the things they normally like doing 
 Have trouble getting along with their family or friends. 

 
You can help your child deal with stress by: 
 Making sure he gets physical activity and time to play 
 Providing nutritious meals 
 Spending time with your child, ask him how he feels and show him that you love him: hugs and kisses 

will make him feel good. Have fun together. 
 Have bedtime routines to help him relax at the end of the day, and make sure he gets enough sleep  
 Start the day with morning routines 
 Learn to manage your stress 

For more information visit: http://psychologyfoundation.org/index.php/programs/kids-have-stress-too/  or 
talk to your school nurse.  

Source: The Psychology Foundation of Canada 

 

Please check the Lost & Found 
for your belongings.  Unclaimed 
items will be donated to charity. 

http://psychologyfoundation.org/index.php/programs/kids-have-stress-too/


Can one child change the world? 
Here’s your chance to change 

his world. 

We still have a small supply of 

“LIGHTS, CAMERA, 

CHRISTMAS!” CDs available 

for purchase ($5 each).  Please 

see the office. 

PINK T-SHIRT DAY – FEBRUARY 26 
 

Students are encouraged to wear pink on February 26 

in support of Anti-Bullying.  Go to PinkShirtDay.ca for 

more information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for not combining payments to the school.  We enlist the services of several volunteers to organize either pizza, milk, 

raffle tickets, trip payments, etc.  It is most difficult to balance these payments when we have one payment for multiple activities.  

However, it is a great idea to combine several students’ payments of one category (example: two or more milk orders paid with one 

cheque).  Your co-operation is very much appreciated! 

 

 
 
 
2014 Make Change for Children Campaign 
 
At The Education Foundation of Niagara we work all year long to raise funds to 
dedicate back to students in need so that every student has equal access to 
education regardless of their financial constraints.  We are writing to tell you that 
now is the time and together we can help make change for students in need 
through the Make Change for Children Campaign, happening February 25

th
 – 

March 1
st
. 

  
All funds raised from the campaign go directly into the Poverty and Emergency 
Relief Fund, which responds to requests by schools on behalf of DSBN students 
in need. This initiative supports the extraordinary, emergency, personal and 
school-related needs of individual students brought about by financial hardship. 
Since 2008 over $100,000 has subsidized 4000 students in areas of poverty 
relief as a result of our annual Make Change for Children Campaign.  
 
We are asking for your school to participate in our 6

th
 annual Make Change for 

Children Campaign. Last year 76 DSBN Schools helped us raise over $15,000, 
and our goal for this year is to get 100% DSBN school participation.  
 
Make Change containers will be placed in each homeroom from February 24 
until February 28.  Students may deposit donations any time during that week. 
On Monday we will focus on collecting nickels, on Tuesday dimes, on 
Wednesday quarters, on Thursday loonies and on Friday we will focus on twoonies.  
Your support, regardless of the size of your donation, is greatly appreciated. 

 
 

 



INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 
There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transportation cancellations or 

school closures. 

At times when student transportation has been cancelled and schools remain open, the decision of whether or not to have children 

in school on that day rests with the parent or guardian. 

Should you decide not to send your child to school in the event that transportation is cancelled but schools remain open, or if 

your child is ill or late, please ensure that you call your child’s school to inform them of your child’s absence. 

A key resource in any emergency is the DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning of the school year.  

Please let the school know of any changes in contact information or procedures you wish to be followed throughout the school year. 

Information about transportation cancellations and school closures will be available as soon as it is available through the following 

venues: 

 

Websites: www.dsbn.org www.nsts.ca 

 

Subscription Features: DSBN Facebook or Twitter NSTS Transportation Delay or Cancellation Alerts  

 

Phone: Niagara Student Transportation Services 905-346-0290 Voice Auto Attendant 

 

Radio Stations: 

CKTB (610 AM) St. Catharines CHRE (105.7 FM) St. Catharines 

WAVE (94.7 FM) Hamilton CHTZ-FM (97.7 FM) St. Catharines 

CKOC (1150 AM) Hamilton CKEY (105.1 FM) Niagara Falls/Fort Erie 

CHML (900 AM) Hamilton K-LITE-FM (102.9 FM) Hamilton 

CHAM (820 AM) Hamilton GIANT FM (91.7 FM) Welland 

Y-108(107.9) Hamilton 
 

 

Television Stations: 

CHCH – Hamilton  CityTV Breakfast Television - Toronto 
 

CTV Toronto  Cogeco Channel 10  

 

 
 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DRAW 
 
There were no entries received for the January Newsletter Draw.  Please fill out the ballot below and your name(s) will be entered in 
a draw for a special treat. 
 
How many days of school are there in February (this may be a trick question)? __________________________________________ 
 
Name a holiday that occurs in February:_______________ __________________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s):___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Class(es):___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

http://www.dsbn.org/
http://www.nsts.ca/


 
 

 

KIDS HELP PHONE 

1-800-668-6868 

 

www.kidshelpphone.ca 

 

http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/Kids/PhoneUs.aspx
http://www.kidshelpphone.ca/

