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Greetings from the Principal! 

 

We are approaching the time of year when we actually pause and take the time to be thankful. I 

thank you for sending your wonderful children to Gracefield and for entering into an educational 

and personal relationship with us. I am appreciative of the dedication and enthusiasm of our 

staff as I see how hard they work in our school  every day as well as facilitating all of the extra-

curricular activities we offer and for nurturing and caring for your children in so many ways. I am 

thankful for your children, who bring enthusiasm, curiosity, determination and a spirit of fun and 

wonder which fill our days. Gracefield School is the very best place to be, and for that I am so 

thankful to be here! 

 

We extend a sincere thank you to our parents for their ongoing support, participation and 

encouragement in the many activities our staff have made available to the students here at 

Gracefield.   Thank you to all of the families who came in for an interview with the teacher, we 

hope to work together to ensure success for your children.  Please take the time to discuss with 

your child what they need in order to accomplish success.  The official Term One reports will be 

coming home early February.  

 

Staff and students have already been working very hard over the past few weeks to rehearse for 

this year’s play “Lights, Camera, Christmas”.  Please participate in our “Gracefield Cares” 

support of Community Care (see flyer attached to the newsletter) and/or bring a non-perishable 

food item that day (or in advance) as your admission to the show.  We hope to have a fantastic 

turn out and we hope to have a substantial food, toy and clothing donation for our community.  

 

Our field trip to “Oliver! The Musical” on December 18
th
 promises to be a wonderful time.  We 

have had high interest in the performance and a significant number of parent volunteers that will 

be attending with our students and staff. If you have any questions, please call the school.  

 

On behalf of the staff at Gracefield, we wish you and your family a very festive holiday season 

and may this special time of year be filled with the warmth of family and good friends for each of 

you. 

 

Warm Regards,  

 

Mrs. L. Doyle, 

Principal 

 

 

“Sail With  Pride” 
 



 

SPORTS REPORT 
 

Intermediate Girls Volleyball Coach:  Mr. White 

The Intermediate Girls Volleyball Team had a very successful season.  The girls went 4 – 2 in the regular season and 
were seeded third overall in the playoffs.  In the second round, the girls knocked off Parliament Oak in a thrilling three 
set game to secure their spot in the Championship game.  In the championship, the girls faced Prince of Wales, a team that 
had not lost a game all season.  Using great teamwork and incredible volleyball skills, the girls knocked off Prince of Wales in two 
straight games to capture the League Championship!  The girls had a great showing at the DSBN Tournament, but were unfortunately 
eliminated by the eventual champions in the semi-finals.  Congrats on a great season girls!      
 

Kaelyn E 

Madeline F-C 

Kenzie G 

Kennedy H 

Jasmine L-F 

Annie L 

Allie P 

Beth P 

Madison P 

Emma R 

Meg V 

Leah W-A 

 

Intermediate Boys’ Volleyball Coach:  Mr. Kelcey 

The Intermediate Boys Volleyball continued their successful season throughout the month of November.  They advanced through 

the playoffs with great team play and ended their league season in dramatic fashion.  Facing St. Davids in the Tier 3 League 

Championship, the Schooners boys showed great resiliency and perseverance by becoming Intermediate Boys Volleyball Champions 

beating St. Davids in the third and final game 16-14.  The boys also represented Gracefield at the DSBN Volleyball Tournament and 

will be playing in the Night of Champions Final Game in December.  All the boys should be congratulated for their hard work and 

continued commitment to Gracefield Athletics.  Good luck in the DSBN Finals boys!  Team members include:  

  

Justus E 

Tyler B 

Isaac L

Alex D 

Jacob H 

Chris M

Grayden F 

Rhys D 

Charlie E

Tyren S 

Simon B 

Omar S

 

Junior Girls’ Volleyball Coach: Mr. Nazwaski 

Congratulations to the Junior Girls’ Volleyball Team on a successful season this year.  The girls finished fourth in their league and 

advanced to the playoffs, but unfortunately were eliminated.  The team included: 

 

Madalyn W 

Abby F 

Sophie S

Avery A 

Autumn C 

Olivia R

Cadence S 

Linh S 

Kayli W

Olivia M 

Harper K 

Summer C 

Ally M

 

Junior Boys’ Volleyball Coach:  Mr. White 

Congratulations to the Junior Boys Volleyball team for completing a great season.  The boys got off to a fast start, and made all their 
games very close.  Their season continues with a semi-final game against Pine Grove and a possible trip to the DSBN Tournament.  
Mr. White is very proud of all the hard work and improvements the boys made over the year.  Way to go boys!  Team members 
include: 
 

Huzaifa S 
Jacob R 
Reza C 
Aidan L 

Connor E 

Logan K 
Dylan R 
Stuart H 
Ethan N 
Mizan A 

Sam W 
Alex R 

Aidan P 
Will B 

 

Managers: 
Trey S 

Jacob M 
Cole P 

Elliott F-C 

 
  



 

ECO CLUB NEWS 

 

• Lemons make great air fresheners: Mix equal parts water and lemon juice in a spray bottle and spray away. 

• Winter's coming: Don't crank up the thermostat. Instead wear a 100% wool sweater to conserve your body's own 
heat energy. Cotton for fall, wool for winter. 

•  

 
NEW Video on Math Development for Parents 

 
 Watch and share EQAO’s NEW video for parents titled  

“How Many Nickels Make a Dollar? The Importance of Proportional Reasoning in Your Child’s Math Development.” 
Proportional reasoning is an important mathematical way of thinking needed for much of the math that’s used in school and in everyday life. The 
video explains what proportional reasoning is, why it’s important and what parents can do to support its development in their children. 

View on the web at  -  http://vimeo.com/74758579 

 

 

BOOK FAIR 
The book fair brought in over $2100 in sales, giving us a significant amount 

of free books for our library.  Thank you to all of our volunteers who helped 

to make the event successful and a special thank you to Mme Fast for 

organizing the event. 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY 
On Sunday, November 3, fifty-six Gracefield students from 

Grades 1 through 8 braved cold  temperatures to share 

their gift of music at the outdoor Remembrance Day Ceremony, in 

Port Dalhousie.  We'd like to share some pictures of this event.  Thanks you so much to all the students, parents and staff 

who participated in this event.  We truly showed the Port Dalhousie community that Gracefield cares and will not forget 

the sacrifice of our veterans.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday, November 11, the Gracefield community commemorated Remembrance Day. Parents, grandparents and community 

members attended the ceremony and helped us respectfully remember our war heroes.  The student participation was fantastic and 

the presentations were phenomenal.  Thank you very much for your attendance and support for our ceremony. 

 

Gracefield Community Night 

SCORECARD HARRY’S 
Tuesday December 3, 2013 

 

Hope to see you there! 

http://links.info.eqao.com/a/l.x?t=ijjdakcokiloocjnpple&M=1&v=4


DRESSING FOR THE WEATHER 
Students are outside for two fitness breaks each day.  Hats, gloves, boots and warm jackets make this time more 

enjoyable.  It is always a good practice to pack extra mittens and socks. 

 

SNOW SNOW SNOW 
It’s here! Gracefield’s School’s rule is “leave it on the ground”. Please reinforce this at home. For the safety of all 

students, we ask them not to throw or kick snow.  At Gracefield School, like all schools, we have  a “Throw No 

Snow” Policy.  This means that, for obvious safety reasons, students do not make or throw snow balls, kick snow or in any way cause 

snow to be directed at another person. If anyone is caught disobeying this Policy, a progression of consequences will occur. 

 

KEEP OUR SCHOOL FREE OF GERMS 
Please review the following precautions with your child.  Let=s help reduce the spread of all flu viruses. 

1. Wash your hands 

2. Stay home if you are sick 

3. Cover your cough or sneeze 

4. Avoid close contact with sick people 

5. Don’t touch your eyes, nose or mouth 

6. Don’t share your pencils, pens, etc.  

Updated information is available at our Board’s website: http://www.dsbn.org or the Niagara Region Public Health at 

http://www.niagararegion.ca  

 

INDOOR FOOTWEAR  
With the approach of snow and wet weather, each child should keep a pair of shoes or slippers at school.  The floors can get wet and 

cold, and children should have indoor foot wear; they cannot wear socks or bare feet in case of a fire emergency.   

 

 

 

 

Mr Nazwaski, Mr White, Mr Kelcey,  

Mr Thompson & Mr Ellis 
Some Gracefield staff participated in the Movember 

campaign this past month to raise awareness  

regarding men's health.  The "Schooner Staches" also 

raised funds in support of men’s health research. 

 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
On Tuesday December 17, Gracefield staff and students will present their Christmas gift to our community, 

through song, dance, and drama.  We will be performing “Lights, Camera, Christmas”.  Each class is buzzing 

with excitement, as they are preparing to perform on our stage. The performances will take place at 2:00pm and 

6:30pm.  Because of our limited seating, we ask that you only attend one of the performances.  The ELKP class will 

be performing at the beginning of each show.   We would like to thank the parents who are helping behind the 

scenes to assist us in preparing our production.  We appreciate it if you would bring a donation of non-perishable 

food items to support Community Care in lieu of an admission fee.  We look forward to sharing our gifts with you.  
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=moustache+clip+art&view=detail&id=C4D5CE122D34E8EC0FD7D97111C383508C8435D3


 

WOW! 
Gracefield School Advisory Council (GSAC) 

raised over $2400 at the first annual 
Trivia Night & Silent Auction!  Thank you 

to all members of GSAC for their hard 
work, particularly Amy Jeffery for her 

outstanding contributions of time, energy 
and talent! 

WINTER BREAK 
The students will be dismissed at 

the regular time on Thursday, 

December 19 to begin the Winter 

Break.  Students return to class on 

Monday, January 6, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURES 

There may be times during the school year where inclement weather or other situations could cause transportation 

cancellations or school closures. 

 

At times when student transportation has been cancelled and schools remain open, the decision of 

whether or not to have children in school on that day rests with the parent or guardian. 

 

Should you decide not to send your child to school in the event that transportation is cancelled but schools remain open, or if 

your child is ill or late, please ensure that you call your child’s school to inform them of your child’s absence. 

A key resource in any emergency is the DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning of the school year.  

Please let the school know of any changes in contact information or procedures you wish to be followed throughout the school year. 

 

Information about transportation cancellations and school closures will be available as soon as it is available through the following venues: 

 

Websites: www.dsbn.org www.nsts.ca 

 

Subscription Features: DSBN Facebook or Twitter NSTS Transportation Delay or Cancellation Alerts  

 

Phone: Niagara Student Transportation Services 905-346-0290 Voice Auto Attendant 

 

Radio Stations: 

CKTB (610 AM) St. Catharines CHRE (105.7 FM) St. Catharines 

WAVE (94.7 FM) Hamilton CHTZ-FM (97.7 FM) St. Catharines 

CKOC (1150 AM) Hamilton CKEY (105.1 FM) Niagara Falls/Fort Erie 

CHML (900 AM) Hamilton K-LITE-FM (102.9 FM) Hamilton 

CHAM (820 AM) Hamilton GIANT FM (91.7 FM) Welland 

Y-108(107.9) Hamilton 
 

 

Television Stations: 

CHCH – Hamilton  CityTV Breakfast Television - Toronto 
 

CTV Toronto  Cogeco Channel 10  

 

 

http://www.dsbn.org/
http://www.nsts.ca/


THANK YOU!! 
The students and staff of Gracefield School would like to thank everyone who assisted in making our recent magazine 

subscription campaign a great success this year.  Without the support of our community we would not have been able to 

raise the money that the campaign generated.  Thank you so much for helping us reach our goal.  All of your 

subscriptions are guaranteed 100% and if you have any service concerns, please contact CCRP at 1-800-665-5133 (11:00 

a.m. – 7:00 p.m. EST) or service@ccrp.ca. (not the school office).  Please allow 12 – 16 weeks after the campaign ends 

before you receive the first copy of your subscription.  As a reminder you may continue to order on-line throughout the 

school year at www.ccrp.ca – our school code is ON2652. 

 

 
 
The French Immersion program is open to all students in Senior Kindergarten and Grade 3.  If you want your child to develop a high proficiency 

and fluency in Canada’s two official languages then French Immersion has a great deal to offer.   

                                French Immersion Parent Information Nights 

Central Public School January 22, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
Dalewood Public School January 21, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

Garrison Road Public School January 23, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
Gordon Public School January 28, 2014 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  

Jeanne Sauvé Public School January 23, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. *Hosted at Sir Winston Churchill 
John Marshall Public School January 23, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

McKay Public School January 22, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
Prince Philip Public School January 22, 2014 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

Princess Elizabeth Public School January 21, 2014 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.  
 

To confirm which French Immersion site your child would attend, please speak with your child’s Principal.  Registration will begin online January 

6, 2014 at 12:00 p.m.  Go to www.dsbn.org/fi to register. 

For more information please contact: 
 Julie Stapleton, French as a Second Language and International Languages Consultant, School Support Services  –  

 905-227-5551 ext 52220 or Julie.stapleton@dsbn.org     
OR 

Kelly McDonnell, Student Achievement Leader – French Immersion, School Support Services –  
(905)-227-5551 ext 52402 or Kelly.mcdonnell@dsbn.org 

 

 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER DRAW 
 
Please fill out the ballot below and your name(s) will be entered in a draw for a special treat.  The winner of last months’ draw was 
Katie D of Mr White’s class. 
 
How can we help our community during this season of giving? __________________________________________________ 
 
How many Gracefield logos are on the December calendar?: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Class(es):_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

mailto:service@ccrp.ca
http://www.ccrp.ca/
http://www.dsbn.org/fi
mailto:Julie.stapleton@dsbn.org
mailto:Kelly.mcdonnell@dsbn.org


 

Christmas Trivia 

Here are some interesting pieces of information to share with children or  

show how Christmas-trivia-savvy you are at a holiday party 

 
In Mexico, wearing red underwear on New Year's Eve is said to bring new love in the upcoming year. 

  

"It's a Wonderful Life" appears on TV more often than any other holiday movie. 

  

"Rudolph" was actually created by Montgomery Ward in the late 1930's for a holiday promotion. The rest is history. 

  

"The Nutcracker" is the most famous Christmas ballet. 

  

"Jingle Bells" was first written for Thanksgiving and then became one of the most popular Christmas songs. 

  

If you received all of the gifts in the song "The Twelve Days of Christmas," you would receive 364 gifts. 

  

In 1843, "A Christmas Carol" was written by Charles Dickens in just six weeks  
 

  

The first American state to officially recognize the Christmas holiday was Alabama. 

  

Christmas became a national holiday in America on June, 26, 1870. 

  

Holly berries are poisonous. 

  

Contrary to common belief, poinsettia plants are non-toxic. 

  

Germany made the first artificial Christmas trees. They were made of goose feathers and dyed green. 

  

Electric lights for trees were first used in 1895. 

   

Clearing up a common misconception - in Greek, ‘X’ means Christ. That is where the word "X-Mas" comes from.  

Not because someone took the "Christ" out of Christmas. 

  

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

There is a particular need for canned meats and fish as well as peanut butter.   

New, unopened toiletries are also being accepted. 



 

 

 

 

Mad Science, the world’s leading provider of educational and entertaining science programs for children is 

coming to Gracefield School. Their mission is to spark the imagination and curiosity of children everywhere 

by providing them with fun, entertaining and exciting activities that instil a clear understanding of what science is really all about and 

how it affects the world around them. They use exciting activities and spectacular demonstrations to capture the attention and 

imagination of children as we found out during our assembly. 

 

Both the students and teachers will be thrilled on 9/Jan/2014 at 1:45 PM when Mad Science comes to the school to do a Spectacular 

Science show.  The assembly will be educational, entertaining and also the kick off to the Mad Science Club. 

The Club is a 6-week science enrichment program offered to the students.  

 

Students who join the science club will go on a voyage of discovery designed to support the Ontario Science 

and Technology curriculum. They will explore various topics in science during our sessions which will take 

place on Monday Lunch, Jan 20, 27, Feb 3, 10, 24, Mar 3 from 12:50 AM - 1:40 PM.  

 

For those of you who have been in the Mad Science Club before, this is a brand new Club with never seen 

before experiments, new demonstrations and amazing new take home activities.  

 

Mad Science also performs Birthday Parties, Camps and Special Events. Give them a call at 905-937-1878 and watch out for them in 

Malls, at Fairs, Festivals and Scouts and Guides or visit www.madscience.org/Niagara 

  

TRY AT HOME ACTIVITY: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZOOM BALL 

 

Materials: 

 Scissors two 1-litre plastic pop bottles 

 Masking tape coloured construction paper 

 Ribbons two 2.4 metre strings 

 Two plastic ring six-pack holders an adult helper 

 

Instructions: 

1. Ask your adult helper to cut the bottoms off of the two plastic soda bottles. 
2. Fit the bottles together so there is a neck on either end.  Tape the bottles together to form a football shape. 
3. Cover the bottles with construction paper and ribbon if you want to decorate your zoom ball. 
4. Thread the two strings through the bottles. 
5. Take the six-pack holders and cut the rings apart to make four two-loop handles. 
6. Tie a set of handles to the ends of each string. 
7. Get at friend and you are ready to play.  Each player holds onto two handles and pulls on the strings until 

they are tight.  Slide the zoom ball to one end.  When it is at your end snap your hands apart to send the 
zoom ball back to your friend.  To catch the zoom ball, keep your hands together. 

 
 

Explanation: 

The pushing action of the strings sets the zoom ball in motion.  When the zoom ball reaches the other end of the 

strings, an opposite pushing action, this is your friend snapping the strings, stops the ball for a moment and then 

sends it in the reverse direction. 

 

 

 

http://www.madscience.org/Niagara


  


